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 weprogopd hh nquigtake fro 
*  Lbghe this pell,which h row ; 
4 ed Ca} pa bg paar toff 
ſhine within this Realme:” 
Bur, becauſethar ſuch publike fuppliF} 
cations require alwaics faſting to be 1oy..f" 
| nedrherewirk/& publike faſtin ErauerhY 
a certair eriche, and certaihe Exerciſes o 
| Fane then to: be ied, wich -Erearer E 
airnes, theh at othertimes, / bu 
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ner people | e Sunday immediatly beF* "ay 
Sre theſaid ſecond Siinday of May. Buf'® 
leſtthat the Papilts ſhal thinke/Howwe OM 
_ begintoauthoriſeand praiſe that Wſonig 
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thing, ark bitter 
rt the pra yed vnto F Lord 
neither ceaſed ſhe from ſorow and mc 
if Vital ſuchththeas Ely f high'Prieſt 
ficatred with her in pra fig, who 
c "afrer rhathe- has! Eard'Her picy | 
nplaint,ſhe roOged comfore; | 
 Ofithsfating | peakerh our Maiſtqb 
Tclis Chriſtin the ewotds, whenyefa 
benor ſoivre as the hypocrites; forthe 
ishpgure their faces, that they may 'ſemſ{cr 
& men to faſt. Burthou when thou fafni 
- Reſt,ano! it thy head, 'and waſh thy fact 
{ceme'nor vnit inento alt; 
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ill reward thee openly. Of the ſame, no 
id Fubr, ſpeaketh the apoſtle 5 when that 
"foe fayth,defraud not ofieanother,excepr 
ont be with conſent for a time, 'rhatye may 
ue yolir ſeluests ayer.To 


ting and 
his priiarefaſting; whic Randeth chie- 
y ina temperate dyet, and in powrin powing 
esÞorth of our ſecrere thoughts; andneceſs * 
rſh@ries before God, canbe preſcribed no - 
erraine rule,certaine' tymeznor certaine 
cremonies, butys rhe cauſes'8 occaſics 
one exctciſe is vied of phony) (yeaz 


incrs;thar ſeldomie it is,thar many at 
ce aremoued with one' cauſe) ſoare 
ſertime,together withallorher cireum- 
tices,requiredto ſuch faſting, putinthe 
hderrie of them that vſe Ro aeg 
Fc haue bene faithfully ande: Ex 
orted by our preachers, as oft as this 
riptares which they cntreared, offered 
Jnco them occaſion', Ard we doubtnor, 
cQurthe godly within this Realme Gar 
;bifſed the ſame as neceſlirie craucd, albcit 
e,F ichthe Papiſtes we blewe no'trumpets, 
A uy | 


to appoynt hes certaine png th 
The other kind of faſting is publike,/ 
| ealledbecauſechatiris openly comma | 
times of a Realme, ſome fame 
ofa mukirude,ſome times.of a UF 1 
ſome rimes of ameaner company, y 
' ſomeximes of particuler perſo ns, and ye 
publikely vſcd, and thar for the wealch « 
a multizude . The cauſes thercofare all 


dures ws lems times ie poſt cn 


Ling rap ire apa, un 


that was not rightly before confiderec 
ſometimes the:carnelt 7eale rhar fad 
beare for 9 of Gods people 
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6 "Ek point Fo holomemorgr , reco \ 
ucring of Gods fauour, remouing of hig: 


lagues, preſcruation of his people, and} 
ning hs of that worke which he he 
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ath of his me ponilfedes paithani in 
| ng idencly ſhall 
Wppcarc. ientite & 9b 
When, Meſſengers. came to Io apha 
aying There ;comerha.grear-mu | 
gainſt thee, frombeyond 6 ca out of : 
d yam, (that is Syria)&c, Ioſaphart arec, 
> offind ſer him ſclfe to ſecke the Lorde, and 
om al denſer allluda, & 
, £0 
Hh hey came cus | 
of 


Srcgarion of Tuda, _— WR in the 
ndoule ofthe Lord, beforethe new court, 
$ndallluda ſtoode before the Lord with 
Fpciryqung ones, their wines. and their - 

ildren.And loſaphat ſayd,O Lord God 

ourfachers,argngtchou. Godin heaue, 

r5S raigneſt/ norrthou.in, all kin kingdomes of 
Eco oFic heathen ? Andinthy hande is power * 

might, & nonc is able to withſtid thee. 

c - not thou-our God caſt. ourthe inha- 

T, nts of this lande, HEE thy people 
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' Aſrael \ ihdhaf ns, itto the ſeede 
"Abraham thy friend for euer ?&c. Bi 
noy the Ammorires,and Moabytes ,/at 


1eMountScir, are cometo caſt vs'o 

_ of thy poſſeſſion? OLotdour God;! I | 
thou noriudge them'>”” * 

th vsthereis no ſtrength to Rande, 
gainſtthis grearmultirude; that comet 
againſt ys, neither know v6 what todo 
bur vntorhee are our praiers bent.&c.C 
this hiſtory we have the firſt cauſe df p1 
like faſting,and the ſolemnitie rherof ſu 
ficictly proued. For the feare of enemic 
ohh ed Toſaphat to ſeeke the Lord)! 
knowing him ſelfburdened withthe c: 
of the people, cxhorted them to doe th 

- fame, They from alfcitics & quarters rqÞ 
paired mh eneyyran ®; apr Do vom 1an af 
poynted day, the king & th e, 

_ wines & citdren preferred hep Kel 
beforerhe Lordin his holy temple, of 
nedrheir neceſhitie, craued hishelpe 
gainſt that raging multitude, thar 
Wayes was eyemye ro Gods people, a 


gal 


cand-eu qpeople lkewiſe cdl 
ay and ugt ro fdllow in euery-poynit. 

This onely Egtoaney thatwe are not 
ound to meete- at any one appoynted 


ace,as they did atleruſalem; For tono 


dof 1 Certatie &leuerall place is thatpro- 


iſe ade; that then was made tothete- 
cof Rerilalend , Which was, thar wharſo- 
et mefin; theirs extremitie ſhould a5ke 
Godin ir, God ſhould: graunt it from 
$ holy habirari on in the heauen.Icſus'y- 
(eſfias then looked for, whoſe preſence 


Mas ſonghrin the retcyſeat,and cm 3 


Fc Cherubines,is'now entred 


lezthatis inf the heanen] Srhete = 
k onely Mcdiarour for vs, 'nRowhom 
Om allthe coaftes of the earth;we may 


op alas hands, dire& our - prayers, ſap- 
c ca 


2, af 


, and complaints, &be affured 
lbe'reccaued;in wharſocuer 
kees welnecte# Andyetin time of fuck 


tance-molt lively ſtirzed 


they by Gods: word may. ben t affure ? 
that their juſt petitions al [notbe repe 


Rdwisch chchings 6 not be 5 ne ln My 


{cn pe their EO fell Yeopih 
wi the. Arke of pt he Lord -vnt 


T4 rhe (os nigh keg men thier : 
oh Ao death, Toft the firſt daye rwenty 
3 jouſand oftheit ar ny,&theſecond Gay 
'"Wehttent thouſah Ar the firſt lofſe th; 
"x "Mcre lit ghdly tou ed, and aſked'counſe 
+ Mibcy Rs retmethe battell,bur ar the 
Tcond ouerthrow, the whole people're-: 
aired yntorthe houſe of the Lorde, fate: 
cre,weptbefore the Lord,& faſted that 
yy vnitill the night, for then beganthey: 
wr: der Gods xngry Face-dSeinſtthems: 
= $11 rhis laſt hiſtoric there appearerh) 
VOERt caitſe,, why the people ſhoulde have 
4 ane tothe only refuge of Godzbecauſe! 
attheir firſt army of forry thouſands me 
as viterly deſtroyed.” 
Bur what wſt occaſion had tours 
ctably to com aine, yea, {o S it: 
re acelfs ” nds he had deecqued; 
£m in that; 'thar againſt his promiſe he 
0Y 1 affred Iſrielto fall before their ene=: 
pooiWas the lofle of 30 men(no moefel 
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| thy ſhould accuſcGg 
that he had nia hrthem ouer lordar 
&char he ſhould; Ars thatthe whole at 
my of f Lord ſhou ld be.cnuironed aby boi 
& conſumed. the;rage- of their. enemie 

yea,ifIſraell had onely, looked no furthe 
the to theloſſe of the | 64 chouſand m4 
they had bene bur feeble ſouldiours, fo 
chey had ſufficient ſtrength remay 
behind, For what were Pore thouſand, i 

reſpe& of allthe tribes of Iſracl}Nay »Day 
(deare brethren) itwas an other ng 
then the preſenr lofle, tharterrified ar 
feared their conſciences,& madethem { 
effeminarely (ſo would fleſhiudge)ro co 
plaine,wepe,& howle before God, to wit 
they fa his angry face againſt the, the 
_ oo hand ROE gy comets F i 
to againſt them, whom both he ha 
cotnmainded ro-fight, and had promiſe 
toendue with viRtory. For cuery comaun 
dement of Gydee doc any thing ag wo 


ies f Phi ey aſure,& didrrE: 
his ahgry face,” Whoſe metitye 
T Fo An to fig It; againſt t them 3 & 
at was the caliſe of i cir gvicuous com- 
laints,&fearful ctying beforetheir God. 
hat was the cauſe y God delrfo ftrafig- 
y with the one, and with the other > We 
may perchauncs Oopeyber! eake,when 
at we ſha/lentreat of the Gunces of f4- 
ing,and of ale UieRoes that may hold 
aacke from vs the aſſiſtance of God,cuE 
hen we prepare vs to put his commai- 
dement in execution. Thethird cauſe of 
ublike faſting, is Gods threatnings pro- 
ounced,cither "againſt 6 whiter a= * 


Fi ainit a perfoni.in particuler, "Of the for- 
Wner,che example is Niniuic, vnto the W 
- Wonascryed,yet forry oh and Niniuie 


Wall be deſtroyed, which vnpleaſant ry- 
F-g5 coming to the cares of the kingahe 
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nofr waners in all clay 
KA cs. of; 'r repentance, © of F't Fours. & 
os ppe arc,notonely in men 
| ole all oa brute beaſts, from 

 whomewas allkind © Fnouriſhment com 
maiided tobe withdraws, ro witnes that 
they feared aſvell Gods iudgements to 
fall vpon the creatufes oo BREA them 
 intheirimptety,asy ca ſclues that 

oiled Go. Nba hore diſplea 
fure.Of the other, the cxiple is moſt nc 
table (moſt notable we ſay becauſe that 
it fell in a wicked man, to fg in AchabÞ8 
who by inſtigarion ofhis wicked wifeIeſa 
bel,gauc him ſelfe ro do alliniquitic, And 
yet whEthar he heard the fearful threat 
nings of God pronoficed by.che Prophet 
Elias , againſt him, againſt his withs, bo pa 
houſc;he rent his royall garments, 
ſackcloth,ſlepr therein, faſted, an bem Lett 
barc footed. ſhat cnſuedrhe one, wh T] 

. other 
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of cheſe we ſhall heare hereafter, 


all The fourch cauſe of publike faſting & ; 


 Mmourning(for they rwo muſt euerbeioy- 
Wed ) is iniquitic deſcried, that was not 
xfÞÞcfore rightly conſidered. Thereſtimony | 
Re whereof 'we hauc in Ezra,after the redu- 
nition of the captiuitic,& that the Temple = 
nd the worke of the Lordes houſe was 


taied.It was ſhewed ynto Eſdras,that the 
cople of Iſracl, the Prieftes andthe Le- 


Wires. were nor ſeparate from the people 
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ling to their abhominaribs, for they ma 
ied ynto theme: ſclues. , Ka neg 
Onnes, the daughters of rhe Cananites, 
he Phereſites, Hethites, Icbuſites, Am» 
norites, Moabites,and Xgyprtians,ſothar 
c holy een gre mixt with prophane I- 
olaters, which thing being vnderſtande, 
| more deepely TEINS it was 
fore, for then Ezraſawe iuſt cauſe why. 
ie worke of the Lorde proſpered nor in 


pf the Nations, burthar or i apoody 


enÞcir hands. 


cr 


td This confidered, we ſay Ezra aking V= 


_ © 


| His knees, and ſtreatched forth his hand, 


forthe preferuationof Gods people, f 


pon him the finne ana offence of theWen 
whole people,renthis clothes;and pulled Ha 
forth the heares of his head and beard, ſſo: 
fateas a mi dololare of al comfort,ril rheſſeed 
euctiing ſacrifice, & then rifing,he bowed 


beforethe Lord, and made a moſt fimpl: 
and humble confeſſion of all the enormi 
tics that were commirted by the peopl 
as well before the capriurie as after thei 
returning, and ceaſed not his lamentab!| 
complaint,ynul ſuch rtme as a great mul 
tirude'of men women & children moue(Fare 

y kisexample, wept vehemently,&proWic v 


miſcdredrifſc of that preſent diforder i 
impietie.” © -- Fr APY 

' Of the laſt cauſe of publike faſting, ain: 

wit, the-zeale that certaine perſons bearſſcwe 

adiayncing of hisglory ;andperfotmi 

of his 'worke according to his'promiſe, 
hanue&examples in Mardocheus,Danie], 
in the faithful afſembled at Antioch. Fc 

when y Mardocheus heard of rhat cruc 

| ſenarenc; 
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ſcarence, which by the procuremenrof* 
Haman, was pronounced againſt his na+. 

ton. To wit, that ypon a certaine appoin- 
cd day, the Iewes in allthe prouinces of 

Whe King Artaxerxes ſhould be deſtroied, 

Wold & young, men & women, &thattheir. 
ubſtance ſhoulde be diſtributed in pray. 

WT his bloudic ſentEce we ſay being heard, 
ſardocheus rethis clothes, put on ſack= © - 
loth and Aſhes,paſſed forth throughrhe 

ſ$niddeſt of the Citie, & cried with a great - 

{nd birter cry:and comming to the Kings 

{Warc,gauc knowledge to Eſter,whar cruel 

ic was decreed againſtthe nation of the 

Wcwes, willing her ro make interceſſion to 
he King,for the contrarie,who after cer»: - 
aine excuſes ſaid. Goe and gatherall the 
ewes thar are in Suſan, and faſt for me, 

Fate not, nor drinke not,three dayes and 
hree nightes, and Ialſo, and my hand- 

«Wnaides thall likewiſe faſt, although that 
ſhoulde periſh. In this we may Kar 

ce thar the zeale'that Mardocheus had 

Wo preſerue the people of _ , moucd, 
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| herlife in going vnto the King without Bree 
' his commaundement. 


_ .defire that Gods ſeruauntes baue that 
God wil performe his promiſe, and main-, 


Example we haue in Danie!l, and inthe 


| rar by the PropherIleremy,thar Ieru- 


A TREATISE 
notonely him ſelfe to publike faſting, bur I liv 
alſoEſterthe Queene, her maides, & the Mfo 


whole Iewes that heard of the murther 
intended,and moued Eſter alſo to hafard Wmi 


.- Of the other,co witte, that the carneſt 


raine the worke that he hath begunne, i 


Ages of the Apoſtles.For Daniell vnder-Wru 
ſtanding the number of the yeares forc-Mtcd 


alem ſhoulde lye waſt, to hauc bene en- 
dedinthe firſt ycare ofthe reigne of Da-W 
rius, turned him ſelfe ynto God, faſted, all: 
humbled him ſelfe in ſackecloth & Aſhes, 
and with vnfaincd confeſſion of his owne 
ſinnes, andof the finnes of the people,heFall t 
vehemently prayed,thataccording to the 


| Promiſes,ſome times made by Moiſes,af rhe! 
rerrehearfed by the Prophet Efay & Ie-Þr o 


remic, he would ſuddenly ſend them de-Whort 
{+ 01 lucrance} - + 
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luerance, and charhe would notdelay it 
Kfor his ownenames fake, © 
BB When the Gentiles began to be Ylu- 
EE minated, andthar Antioch had fo boldly 
 Dreceaucd the Goſpeltof leſus Chriſt, thar 
he Di'ciples int firſt of all cooke ypon 
them rhe name of Chriſtians.The princt» 
pallmen of the ſame CES 
. doubt that the Kingdome of Teſus Chrif 
,{houlde farther be enlarged, and that the 
: Mnulticude of the Gentiles ſhoulde be in- 
-Mftruted in the right way of Taluation, fa / 


«cd and praicd, and while thatthey were | 


-Wo cxerciſed, charge was giuen,tharPaul 
and Barnabas ſhoulde be ſeparated from | 
-Mhe reft, ro'the worke wherunto God had | 
alled them. &c.Of theſe former hiſtories 
50d Scriptures , we-may clearely ſee for 
hat.cauſes publike faſting , and gene- 
all CC haue' bene made inthe 


hurch-of God, and ought to be made 

hen ſo cucrthe like neceſlities appeare, 

Yr occaſions are offered. Nowe let. vs 

c-Þortly heare what comfort and fruteen= 
[ X | B uy 
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ſucd the ſame .. Forthe;enemie, yea, th 
murtherer of all godly exerciſe is deſpe 
ratio,for with what courage can.any m: 
wich continuaunce call vppon God, if h 
ſhall deſperatly dout , whether God ſha 
accept his prayer or not? Howe ſhallh 
humble him.ſelfe before his throne ? C 
ro what end ſhal he confefle his offence 
if he benorperſwaded,that there is mer 
cle and good will in God,, to pardon hi 
finnes , tokccepr him in fauour, and 
graunt'vnto him more the his owne hart 
inthe middeſt of his dolour can' requin 
or imagine ?. ons 


oy 
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.. Truextis, thatrhis yecnome of defj 
_ ration, isneuer throughly purged fro: 

our heatrs, ſo long as we cary this mo 
_ carcafle,Bur nip conſtant promiſes « 
our God,and the manifolde documente 
of his mercy and helpe,ſhewed vnto me 
in their greateſt extremitic,ought toani 
hi vs to followe their example, and i 
ope for the ſame ſuccefiethartthey hai 
gotten aboue mans expectation, lolaph 
| | aitc 


B 2g 


- 


Wafer his humiliation and praier obtained. 
Mrhc vitory,withour the lofle of any of his 
MW ſouldiours;for the Lord raiſed Ammon 8& 
E Moab,againſt the inhabitantes of Mount 
WScir, who being vuerly deſtroyed, cucrie - 
WJ one of the cnemics of Gods people lift 

& his ſword againſt another,till that of thar 
fl godicfſe muluitude,there was not one left 
- aliue .. Ioſua and the Ifraclitesafter their 

M dceieion, were:coforted againe. Niniuie 
1 was preſcrued,albeirthar Ionas had cried 
deſtruQion, yea, Achab notwithſtandin 
Mi all his vngodlines, loſt notthe frure 


* 


his humiliation,but was recopenced with 
dclay of the vrrermoſt of the plagues, du- 
of ring his life time. The mourning of Ezra 
& was turned intotoy,whenthat he ſaw the 


people willing to.abey God, & the worke 


off of rhe houſe of the Lorde to goe forward. - 
el The birrer crying of Mardocheus,and the 
ll painfull faſting of Eſter,were aboundant- 
i 1y rewarded, when not:only , the people 
uf of God were prefſerued,burt Haman their 

mortall enemy was haged pon the ſame. 
TT tl 
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gllow "ou he had Mwaratf for Mardo- 
cheus. 
Daniel after his faſting,confeſſion d6d 


prayer, got moſt notable teuclations and 


aſſurance, that his people ſhould be deli- 


uered, yea, that in all extreamities, they 
ſhoulde'be preſerued,till thatthe Meſhas 
promiſed vnto them ſhould come,& ma- 


nifeſtly ſhewe him ſelfe. And thegodly of 


Antioch were not fruſtrate of their com-- 
fort, when thatthey heard how mightely 
God had wrought amongſt the Gentiles: 
by the miniſterie,of Barnabas and'Paule, 
fo that we may boldly conclude, that as 


God hath neuer deſpiſed the petitions of \ 


ſuch as with vnfained hearts haue ſought. 


his comfortin their neceſſities: {6 he will 


not ſend vs away empty aid foide,if with! 
 rruerepentance we ſeeke his face. Fins any” 
would af aſke in what extreatnitic we'finde 


our ſelues nowe to be that heretofore we 


haue notſeene, And whatare the occa- 
ge ſhould moue vs now tohumble 
our 


King, 


mo beloreaurGed, by publike fa- 


DF FASTING. "MY 
ſting more then we did in the beginning, 
when this Goſpell was now laſt oftred vn- 
Il co vs, forthenby all _ e,weand 
| it inour perſons ſtoode in greater daun- 
fl ger, then'we doe yer; We aunſwere, thar 
the cauſes are moe then for griefe of hart 
; I we can exprefle. Firſt becauſe thatin the 
\  bcginning we had nor refuſed Gods gra- 
"Il ces, bur contrariwiſe with ſuch feruencie 
we receaued\ them, thatwe _— beare 
with no kitide of impiery :burforthe ſup - 
prefling of the ſame , we tieirher had re- 
ſpe&ro frend, poſſefſion, land or life, bur, 
all we'pur/in hafard*, chat Gods 'truch 
ight be aduaunced, and idolatrie mighr 
{Mc ſuppreſſed. And therfore did'our God 
yy the triourthof his Meflingers,in allour 
aduerſities , aſſyre vs'that our enemies 
oulde-nor pretiatle againſt vs, bur thar 
hey ſhould beſabdued vnder vs,tharour 
od ſhouldebe glorified in our example 
wh vs dealing, Burnowe ſince that 
arnal wifed6 hath perſwaded vsto beare 
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Realme which God hath once purged, to 
be polluted againe with that abhomin 
tion, yea, alas, ſince thatſomeof vs,that 
God made ſomrmes inſtruments to. ſuj 
preſſe that impictic,haue bene the chiete 
men to condu& and conuey. that Idol 
throughour all F-quarters of this Realme 
yea, to the houſes of them that ſomtime 
dereſted the Mafle as the. Deuill and his 
ſeruice. Since that time we ſay, we hauc 
vs, this threatninges haue bene ſharpe ir 
the-mouthes of lus Meſſin ketit 39 
beit for the time we deſpiſed & mocke 
yet iuſt experience conuicterh. vs , thai 
we were.wicked, and that they in threat 
ning. VSs did nothinge bur, the durie c 
Gods true Meſlingers.. 
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Andthis is the ſecond coufacherme 
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found the face of our God angie againli 


s. 


 uethvstothis publike humiliation,rathell 


nowtheE inthe beginning.to wit,that the 


we followed God, and not carnall wil 
dome,and therfore made he few innun 


+ 


Y 
l 
( 
a 
f 
Q 
t 
P 
TI 
h 
h 


i 


ha 
to many; fooles before thi th 


worlc 


- : >>: oa; oe v ". - n* Y - « TOI £ . 
y " 4 2 FER 
: Fy 4 ; k % {A 
: | - 
® 
x 
- 
b; 


* worltde, to confound the wiſe, and ſuch as 
before neuer had experience in armes, 
= God made ſo bolde and (o proſperous in 
all their enterpriſes , that, the experreſt 
= fouldiours feared the poore plowme,yea, 
J our God fought for vs by ſea, &by lande, 
he moucd the harts of ſtraungers.to ſup- 


| "2 port Vs, and to ſpende their lues for our 


releefe.. Burnowe alas we ſcenoſigne of 
A his former fauour, for wiſedomeor man» 


ng hood,ſtrengrh. & frends, honour.&bloud 


WJ ioyncd with godlines,are fallE before our 
eyes,to ler vs vnderſtand what ſhalbe our 
cog deſtruction intime we turne not to our 
nalf God,before y his wrath be further kind- 
ay led. Butthis is notthe ende.Formen had 


© before hope. , ( oratleaſt ſome opinion) 
that God ſhould moue y Queenes maic- 
ſties heart ro heare the blefled Goſpell of 
ney leſus Chriſt truely preached, and ſo con» - 
ncly ſequenrly, that ſhe ſhould abandon all I- 
FA and falſe religion. But nowe ſhe 
hath giuen.anſwerein ow words, that 


thil that religion in - whac the hath bene = 
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nouriſhed(&rhat is meere abhominatis) 


Tf ſhe will maintainc and defend. And in de- 
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godly 


M that F beſt parte of our n 

©) cxiledthisRealme, neither yeechar our 

| "— Souerainewereenemyto our religi6,that 
W. ſhe beare no greater fauour to flattering 

Freares, and to corrupted Papiſtes, then 
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ility were nor 


ſhedothto our pure preachers, 
Suppo- 


EChriſt, and ſo odious 15 the li 


# jon [* 
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Suppoſing we ſay, that we had none of 
theſe foreſayd cauſes to moue vs, (how- 
beit we hauc them all,and moe gfthat.we 
liſt ro remember them) yer is there one, 
which if it moue vs not to humuliation,we 
ſhew our ſelues more chen inſenhble, For 
now is Satan ſo enraged jy FI leſus 
ight, of his 


Goſpell vnto that Romaine Antichriſt, 
y ro ſupprefle it in one prouince, Realme 
-- natzonghe rhinketh irnothing, vnleſle 

Ithat in all Europe the godly , and ſuch.as 
abhorre the papiſicalmpiybe there» 
ith alſo vererly deſtroyed, and ſoraſed 
from the face of the carth., that nome» 
nory of them ſhall after remaine. "LT 
If any thinke that ſuch crueltie can not. 

fal into the hartes of men, we ſend them, 
o be reſolued of thoſe fathers ofthe laſt, 
oiiſell of Trent,who in one of their ſefſt» 
dns haue thus concluded, All Lutherans, 
aluiniſtes , and ſuch as are of the new 
Feligio,ſhal vtterly be rooted out. The be» 
zinning ſhallbe in Frauncc,by coduſting 
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- uer ceaſing till that all þe roored out, 
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of the Catholike, king Philip of Spayne, 
and by ſome ofthe Nobilitic of Fraunce, 
which matter (ſay they) putin execution 
the whole force 'of both, together with 
the Popes army,and force of the Dukes 
of Sauoy, and Ferrar ſhall aſſaulr Gene- 
ua,& ſhall nor leaue it, till hat they haue 
pur it to ſacke, ſauing in it no buing crea- 
rure. | 
And with the ſame mercy ſhall ſo ma- 
ny of Fraunce, as hauetaſted of the new 
__ be ſerucd. From thence expedi-Ffri: 
tio ſhall be made againſt the Germannes, rh 
to reduce them to the obedience of thefth 
Apoſtolike ſcate . And lo ſhall they pro- 
ccedc toother Realmes and nations; ne- 


that will not make homage to that Ro-þ 
maine ]do!l. Howe fearetull a beginning 
this concluſion and determination had, 
Fraithce will remember moe ages then 
one. For howe many aboue a hundreth}ſ 

thouſand men, women, babes, virgines,di 
Matrones,and aged fathers ſuffred, _ 
} 
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by ſword,ſome by warer,ſome by fire, and 
other'rorments; The very enemies them 
ſclues are copelled ro achelouledye:And 
albeirrharGodof his mercy in a part dif- 
apoynred their cruelFenterpriſes; yer let 
vs notthinke thattheir will is chaunged, 
or their malice afſwaged. No,letvs be al» + 

ſured, that they abide bur oportrnirie to | 
finiſh the worke thar cruelly againftGod, 


P _ his'rruth;and the true profeflours 
wot the ſame,they have begon.The whiſpe» 


rings whereofare not ſecrete,neitheryet 
the tokens' obſcure,” For'the trafique of 
thardragon,noqw with the Princes of the 
carth,, his'promiſes and flattering entiſe- 
ce-WFments rende to none other ende, butro 
tEinflame them againſt leſus Chriſt, and as 
o-gainſt the true profeffours of his Goſpell. 
ng For who can thinke tharche Pope, Car- 
d, Edinalls,and horned Biſhops will offer the 
en dn portion of their rentes', for ſu- 

aining of a warre, whereof no commo- 
es, ditie ſhould redound(as rhey ſuppoſe)to 
neithem ſclues? If any thinke that we accuſe 
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_ them without cauſe, let them hearethei 
owne wordes, for this they. wrote. near 

the endeof the ſame decrce. 

_ Andtotheecnde tharthe holy father 

KD | on their.part, appeare not.to be neglige 


or vnwilling to giue their aide and ſup 
V V porte vnto; ſo holy a warre,, or to, ſpare 
their owne rents. and money; haue added 
that the Cardinalls ſhall content them 
ſclues ofthe yearelyrenr of 5.07. 6.thou 
ſand duckets,andthe richeſt Biſhop of 2 
or z3.thouſandat the moſte., And to giue 
frankelyrhe reſt ofcheirreuenues. tothe 
maintaining of the warre, whichis made 
| forthecxtirpation of the Lutherans and 
Caluiniſtes ic. And for reeſtabliſhing off 
the Romaine Church,ril ſuch rime as the 
matter be conducted toa good and hax 
py ende. If theſe be nor open declarati- 
ons,in what daunger allfauhfull ſtand,if 
they canbringrheir cruclticto paſſe, let 
yery idiotes Iudge. Bur let vs heare theirfic 
- concluſion. Fraunce and Germany (fayſpr 
they) being by theſe meanes ſo * al 
6 5s 
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Mbaſed and brought to che obedience of 
arMhc holic Romaine Church , the Fathers 
MWoubr not bur time ſhall prouide, both 
ounſe]l and commoduic, that the reſt of 
e Realmes about may be reduced ro 
ne flock, and one Apottolike goucrnour -* 
Mnd Paſtour.&c. of: WF 
By this concluſion we thinke that the 
eric blinde may ſce what is purpoſed a- 
ainſt the Sain&es of God in all Realmes 
c nations,to wit, deſtruftion with cruclry 
wer cls ro make them ro worſhip rhat blaf-. 
hcmous beaſt, who being an Idole,vſur- 
zth ro him ſeife the name of vniuerlall 
aſtour. And being knowe ro be the man 
lf finne and perditon, will be holden for 
Apoſtolike gouernour. Bur ſome ſhall 
Sy chey are yer farre fro the end of their 
- mt , and therefore we neede not to. 
d.itÞc lo fearcfull, nor ſorroubled. We aun- 
cre, the daunger may be nearer, then 
xcirfcbclcue, yea, perchaunce a parre of it | 


ſayſprh bene nearer to ourneckes , then we 


ed, aue confidered. But howe ſo cuer it be, 
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ſeeingy God of his mercy hath brough 
forth to light their cruell & bloody coun 
ſell, in which we necde not to. doubr, 
but ſtill they continue. It becommeth vs 
notro be negltgentnor ſlourhfull, bur we 
. ought to follow the example of Ezechi 
as,the king of Iud#, who. receauing nor 
onely the deſpitefull aunſwer,bur allo th 

blaſphemous & rhreatning lerter of Sen 

nackerib, firſt ſent vnto the Prophet Iſay 


£ 


-a$,and pirifully complained of the initant 
troubles,willing him ro make interceſſion 
vnto God,for the remnant that were left 
Vmto whom albeir that the Prophet aun- 
fwered', comfortably afſuring the kinge 
* thatthe enemy ſhould not come ſonearc 
as to ſhoote dart or arrow within Ieruſ; 
lem.Yerceaſed not the godlyking to pr 
ſent him ſelfe in the Temple of the Lord 
And. asa man. diſpairing of all world, 
comfort, Sreadabotes: the letrers that 
proud'Sennacherib had ſent vnto him, & 
made vnto God his moſt feruent prayer 
as inthe 57.cha.ofthe Prophet lſayas we 
ma 


: 
ma RM enemic hadrurned back, 
and God had pur abridle in hisnoftrills, - 
And ſo men might haue —_— that the 

king neded not to haue bene ſotroubled, 


veſ Bur rhe ſpirite of God inſtructed the hart 


of his ſeruaunt, ro ſeeke helpe where it 


 was-onely to be found, & fromthe hands 


of God, whoonely was abletopur finall 


nf] cnderothar tyrannic / The example (we 


ſay) of this p__—_ ſeruaunt of God, 
W wc ought to follow now,when the like de- 


ſtru&ion 1s intended againſt vs,. yeaz' not 
againſt one Rea)me onely, but againſt all 


{char profeſſe the Lord Icfus,as before we 
hauc heard.Albeit that God of his mercy 


are hath ſtayed the furie of the Papiſtes for 


atime, ' we ought nottothinkethartheir 
malice is chaunged, neither tharſuch'as 
truely profefle the Lord lefus,, can bein 
ſecurine,ſo long as rhar Babylonia whore 
hahach power to enchaunr the Princes of 

$Frhe carth.Lerys therefore vederſtanding 
hat ſhe being dronken with the blood 'of 
; wee SainRes,can neyer repent of cruckie 

C 3 | 
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36 .A TREATISE —© 
and murther,vſc againſt her the ſpirit 
—_— to witte,, carneſt inuocation of 
zods name, by the which we finde the 
proud tyrants of the carth, in rimes pa 
to hauc ben ouerthrowne.Aboue al theſ: 
cauſes aforeſaide , we hauc yet: one tha 
_ nottobe omitred, to wit, the bod 
'of this Realme hath long cnioyed quict 
nes; while that other nations about v: 
haue bene {euerely plagued. What thou 
ſands dyedin the Eaſt countries, and in 
"England of the peſtilence? Anno 1564, 
'Their owne confefitons beare record 
'Whar cruclrye hath bene executed in 
Frauncetwhat rownes ſpoiled, & murthet 
committed, ſomwhar before we haue de: 
Clared,and more we might,if that we hat 
-Qot reſpeR to breuitie & time. And wha 
trouble is-preſently, and long hath ben 
berwixt. Denmarke & Sweden, the poſte 
ritic of chat country wil after vnderſtand 
Andinall this ume; now {ix yeares,& 
more hathGod ſpared vs,ſo that the pub 
like ctate hath alwayes remayned quictſhs 


EXCEPt 


| cept within theſe few monerhs. Oughe 
1 oft the deepe conſideration of this moue 
Is now to ſtoupe before our God? For 
aue we bene ſpared becauſe that our re- 
[MWcllionto God is lefle,then is the rebelli- 
nhatÞn of thoſe nations that we haue ſeene 
puniſhed ? 1f we thinke ſo , we are farre 
deceaued. 5) 
i For in ſo great lightofthe Goſpell,we 
wEhinke that greater inobedicnce was ne- 
Wer ſhewed vnto God, nor greater ingra= 
64Firude vnto his Meflegers, fince the dates = 
dceÞþtthe Apoſtles , then of hte yeares bath 
Wene (and ver is) withinthis Realme., 1» 
dolatrie is obftinatcly maintained, whor= 
{Wom & adukeric are but paſtimes of the 
Wcth, flaughter andtuurtheris eſteemed 
numall finne , if any man haue friende in 
ourt,crafty dealing with the fimple,'de- 
itcFFcit and oppreſſion1s counted good con- 
Sucſt,(yea,alas almoſt vniuerſally)parci- 
Su licy per ron bur interprerari6 of 
uYawes,yea,delaying ofuſtice,what marrer 
$5 that ? What reuerenceis a to Gods 
cpt 1 
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Meſſengers, and what reſpe& vnto the 
pcorethat nowe: ſo:multiplie within this 
Realme,(tharthe like hathſeldome bene 
_{eene) though we will ceaſe, rhe ſtones 

wall <ny; and condemne vs, and yetwhat 
ſuperfluiry?Whar vanitic , What feaſting, 
royotous:-banketting hath bene (andyct 
is) vſed in Court,country and townes,al- 
though } __ of men dare nor ſpeak; 
yet wethink the purſes of ſome do feele, 
andin their maner complainc.Iftheſe be 
not ſinnes that crauz plagues from God, 
we humbly defire men to conſider what 
are theſinns that were layd tothe charge 
of Sodome and Gomotrha , by the Pro-M ? 
phet Ezechiel. Mi otitis 

. Nowſay we,God before our eyes hath]? 
puniſhed others, and can heſpare vs?Be-iſ * 
ing more ſinnefull then they were > Nayſill © 
he cannot. And therfore there reſtes no-| 
thingynto vs bur veter deſtruion, if we fa 
vnfainedly turne:nort 'vnto'our God), be ! 
fore that his wrath be further kindled a-W 1+ 
gainſt vs: ludgementis begun EIS C 

1p | oule, 
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houſe, for if within Scotland amonges 
men of their eſtate,there was to be found 
ne ff <quirie, iuſtice, temperance, compaſſion 
es | vpon the poore, and vpright conſcience, 
arfthey did-moſt clearly ſhine in them, who 
o, | God before oureyes hath firſt deiefted, 
er Therefore (yer againe)we ſay, that onely 
11. rcpentance can ſaue vs from plagues 
ik, more gricuous then they haue felt, or - 
Je, that we haue ſeene of many yeares with- 
bel in this Realme. #1h 

4 But now we know, that ſuch as neither 
ard louc God,nor truely feare his iudgemets 
ge (for many Arheiſtes we haue , and ranke 
0-0 Papiſtes within this Realme) ſhal grudge 
and cry, what new ceremonieis this that 
now we heare of? Wherfore ſhall we faſt? 
And who hath power to. commaund vs ſo 
to doc ? A ge for thcir faſting , we will 
tall and ſtufte our bellies afterche olde 
faſhion,&c.Let not the godly be offended 
at the taunts and reproches of ſuch god- 
les people, butler vstremble before our 
God, and conhider that ſuch hath bene 
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the proud contemprof the wicked in al 
ages before vs,as in the Prophets we maj 
reade:For Iſay complaineth, ſaying,whei 
the Lord callerh ro ſackcloth ade 
there is nothing heard , butler vseare 8 
drinke,kil the far beaſts,& make banker 
let vs bring wine in aboundance,& mor 
if wemuſt dic, ler vs deparrt in ioy, for { 
they ment,when thar they ſaid,ler vs eat: 
& drinkego morow we ſhal dye.Bur let 
conſider, what aunſwer they receaue. A 
I live fayth the Lorde, this your iniquitic 
ſhal not be forgiuen vnrto the death, 
rake from you the mirth- of wine & oyle, 
your young men ſhall fall by the ſword 
your aged men ſhall be led capriues,yout 
delicat dames ſhal troite vpon their teert 
- ouerthe riuer(meaning Euphrates )thei 
buttocks ſhall be naked, and their ſhame 
ſhallnor be hidde.&c. lercmic the Pro 
pher preached and crycd cuen to the 
King,and tothe Queene,and commaun 
ded them to walke in lowlines, to doe Iu 
Kice,toreprefic impictic, & lo he _ 
a 1 | | ed 


in alfſcd y they ſhould fir ſtil ypontheirthrone | 

main ioy & quietnes.Burif rhey would nor, 

vhche boldly pronoſiced that their carkafles. 

ſhesWhould be caſt to the heat of } Sunne,& to 

re he froſt,8& cold of. rhe _ Ezechiclin 

kershis age vſcrhthe ſame order, &inhisown 

1oreffibody ſhewerh vnto them fignes of humi- 

or {Wiation,and of the plagues that ſhould ap- 

eatÞprchend chem for their rebellion. 

et All their admonitions were deſpiſed, 

e. Ave confefſſe, burthereto we ſhouldenor 

uitieYooke , bur ynto that which enſued ſuch 

| (haproud contempr. 3 

»yicll If we would that our places ſhould be 

rdeffo deſtroyed; thatthey hould remayne 

yourſfcſolate,and be dennes to dragons: If we 

ectvould that our land ſhould belayd waſte 

heiſnd be a pray to our enemies, andif we 

ameQould tharthe reſt of the plagues,threat- 

ProFedby the Prophers, and whuch hauca 

 rheÞreheded F libbokes before vs, ſhould 

aunFome vpon vs infull perfection. Then we 

e Iuſecede neither to faſt nor pray,repent nor 

_ urne to-god.Bur if we defire etherto find 
ed 


———__ this life , or ioy and comforrt in 
thelife ro come: we muſt ſhew our ſclues 
vnfainedly,fory for the abominartios'that 
now vniuerſally reigne , we muſt be tike 
Lot in Sodome, and'N oA,in that Catho- 
like defeion frum -God , which was in 
the firſt age. And by their examples, and 
notable We, ought we to be en- 
couraged, to ſhew our ſclues ſory for this 
preſent corruption, and to ſetour ſclues 
againlt ir,to the vttermoſt of our powers, 
vnles thatwe woulde haue portion wat 

the wicked. ds 
Neither ought we to be diſcouraged, 
becauſethatthe contemners,godles peo- 
ple,and mockers of all godlines, ſhall ex- 

ccede vs in number. | 

+ Theirnumber (deare brethren) ſhall 
not hurr our innocencie, if that we with 
vnfained hartes turne vnto our God, for 
the promiſe of his mercye is not bounde 
ynto the multitude, fo that he will not 
heare,but where the greateſt part is god- 
ly.No, dearc brethren, whereſocuer two 
| ol 
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or three be gathered in his name, there 
is he in the middeſt ofrhem, and againe, 
who ſocuer callethypon the name of the 
M Lord, he ſhalbe ſaued, yeaeuen when in 
" Gods diſpleaſure the vt tes ſhalbe _ 
© plagued. And therefore ler vs not follow |, 
the multitude in euill doing:bur let vs de- 
cline fromthe wayes of their vanitie, and 
by vnfaincd humiliaris of our ſelues. Ler 
vs purchaſe fauour, before that Gods ve- 
geance burſt our like fre. 
Tx power that we haue to ptoclaime 

this faſting,is not of man,but of God 
who by the mouth of his Prophet Eze- 
chicll pron6uncerth this ſentence. If rhe 
watcheman ſeethe ſworde, or any other 
plague coming vponthe land, if he blow 
I not the trumper, and plainly warnechem 
i to turne to Gad:and if the ſword come & 
take any away,the wicked ſhall periſhe in 
Ef their iniquitie: bur theirbloud ſhalbere» 
i quired fromrthehands of the watchman., . + 
Nowe foitis;thatGod of his mercie hath 
raiſed vp amongeſt-vs moe watchemen . 


then one'or two, of whoſe mouthes we 
cannotdeny, burwe hauec heard feare- 
_ full threatninges of plagues, to followe 
yponthis proude contempr of all Gods 
aces. | 

' C Andtherfore we in the feare of our 
God,willing to auoid thevttermoſt of the 
plagues, hauc with enc c6ſent cocluded 
this godly exerciſe ro be vicd amongeſt 
vs, in figne of our vnfained humiliation, 
which bei the godleſle ſhal mocke, yet 


are we aflured,thar he who oncepronoi-MWtc 


ced this ſentence. The ſoule that ſhalnot 
be afflited that ſame day,(to wir,the _ 


appointed to publike humuliation, ) 
periſh from amongeſt his peopic,y 


ueric ſoule thar ſhall doe any worke that 
day Iſhall deſtroy ſuch a ſoule from the 
middeſt of his people . The ceremonie 
and the certayne appointed daye wee 
know to be abolſhed atthe comming of 
leſus Chriſt,cogether withthe reſt ofthe iſ 
figurall ceremonics,burthe effe&therof 
ſhall abide ſo long as there abidethany 

| rrue 


Weruc church vppoathe face of the carth, 
Mvnco the which repentice and remiſſion 
Wof fins are mbkelrpredehod.fand ther 
fore albeit we haue no corporall puniſh- 
mentzto lay ypon the contemaers of that 
Mgodly cxercifc, yer haue we the ſpirituall 
{(worde, which once will ſtrike ſorer then 
ny materiall ſword can'or may. 

The iudgements & iuſtice of our God 
are immutable, he abideth rhe ſame and 
one God thatdrowned the world by wa- 
cr,that conſumed Sodom & Gomorrha, 

ith fire from heauen,that plagued Pha- 
rao, deſtroyed leruſalem, and hath exe- 
cuted his fearce iudgementesinallages, 
yea, and cucn before our eyes: Itis the 
lame God ( we ſay ) that this day by his 
faichfull ſeruaunrtes calleth vs rorepen- 
ance, whoſe yvoyces if we contemne, we 
declare our ſelues rebellious to our God, 
mockers of his threatninges; and ſuch 
s ſomerimes'in defpite- cried, we will 
aike according ils luſt of our owne 
carts, &lcr the counſellof the holy one 
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Uracll comeas irliſt.&c. And if weſ 
doc, then woe,yea, wocand double dam- 
nation vnto vs, for then cuen as aſſured- 
ly as God lmeth, ſo affuredly ſhall the 
plagues that oar cares hauc oft heard,be 
poured forth vpon vs,cuen in the eyes © 
this ſame peruerſe generati6,with whom 
we contemne God, and before whom we 
are neither feared nor aſhamed,ſtubborn 
ly to procede fr6 linne to contempt. Our 
hope is better of you (deare brethre)tha 
haue profeſſed the Lorde Iefus with vs 
within this Realme , albeit that this we 
ſpeake to ler you vnderſtand, wharrebel- 
hon hath bene in fleſh before vs,& how it 
' hath bene puniſhed : that we may learne 
toſtoupe before our Godby vnfainedre 
. pentance,& then we ſball be affured,that 
according to the promiſe made by rhe 
mouth of loc]LOur God ſhall leaue vato 
vs a bleſlingalbeit thar the vehemex fire 
of his wrattiſhall coſume the diſobedie 
. - -Butnowe leaſt that we ſhoulde thinke 
that the obſcruationof the ceremoniec 1 
Eno I 0 
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enough to pleaſe God,we muſtynderſtid 


© what things muſt be ioyned with fruitful 


M faiting,& whar _ they are that may 


make our faſting odtous to:our God. And 
firſt we haue to vnderſtid,thart faſting by 
it {elfe conſidered,is noſuch thing as the 
Papiſtes heretofore haue imagined, to 
wit,' that it is a worke meritorious, and a 
ſatiſfation for the ſinnes before commit- 
ted. No all they that faſt withrhat intent, 
renounce the merites of Chriſts deata & 


Ipaſlio,inſomuchas they aſcribetofaſtin 


(which 1s bur an cxerciſe- vſed. by man} 
that whichis only proper ro-leſus Chriſt, 
which is, rhat he by offering vp him ſelfe . 
once for all, hath made perte& for cuer, 
thoſe that ſhalbe ſanQifted , we muſt fur- 
ther vnderſtande, that as the kingdom of 
God 'is neither meate nor drinke,fo is ne- 


ther faſting by irſelfe ſimply conſidered, 


the cauſe why that kingdom is, graunted 


Wrate we meane)any cauſe why the repro- 
Ware are fru:tratrhcrc of, Bur vnto 


othe choſen, n:ither yer:cating (mode- 


. 
= 
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' before declincd. -Sothat the veric cx- 
erciſe of faſting , *and mourning, andg 


there muſt be ſomewhat ioyned, if that riel 
God (hal looke ypon it at any time in his ,,e 
faqour. The Prophet loel is witnes here. ripl 
of,who in the perſon of God, ſayed vnto ſh 0 
ſuch as he had ſcuerely threarned.Turne 1, 
vnto me in your whole hart, in faſting & Ml ,z 
mourning,in which words the holy ghoſt W ic 
firſt requireth the conuerfion of the han 4... 
vnto God, and thercro ioyneth faſting & Wy, 
motitrning,as witneſſes of the ſorrow that Ml ;;G 
we haue Be our former offences, & feare Mpyb 
that we haue of his ſeucre iud gementes, Mfr 
the reliefe wherof we publikely profeſſe, Myhi, 
we can obtainc by no other meanes,. butfor x 
by Gods free mercy,from whom we hauec 


prayer therewith annexed, ſo ſolemnly 
proteſted, thatby our faſting, we meriteWther 


| not,forhethar(till c6feſlerh his offence, {nay i 


and in bitternes of heart crieth for mer-Mcgtr: 
cie, doth not bragge of his merites, if theFWore, 


Papitts reply, yer God looketh to the fa-Mecatic 
ſting andhearcthrhe prayers of ſuch ang? 
; rightly 
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rightly humble them ſclues- before hin, 
WE deny not, burtthererowe adde; that 
rightly did:neuer man humble hin-ſelfe 
before'God ,:that truſted or glorified: in 
the merites of his owne workes, forwiths 
out faith itis vnpoſſible ro pleaſe God, & 
tuch dependeth vp6the promiſe of Gods 
irce mercy through Ieſus Chriſt, andnot 
ypon the.merites of any. works, The Pha 
nſcy in bragging was'reiced, bir the 
Publican in ; ny romntege, & calling 
for mercy, dean liſt ed, notby his works 
which he had not, butby grace & werey, 
for the which he fobbed. Daniell faſted, 
cotefled his finnes, and the finnes ofthe 
people, & therero he added moſt earneſt 
& teruent prayers.But doth he alleapea- 
ny of them as a cauſe why God ſhoultes 
ther be merciful rohim-ortothe peoplez 
nay WE find no ſuch thing; burthe plaine 
otrary,for thus he cocludeth.Now ther= 
ore our God heare:the prayer & pats 
cauon of thy ſeruaunt, & thew thy P 
ng vidage vnto thy A 0 yeth 


 waſteforthe lords ſake. O.my God giue 
eaterhar. thou. maycſtheare, and open 
thine cycs;thatthou mayſt ſee the waſte 
places ofthe Cirye , which beareth thye 

names for we alleage not our righecou 
nes in our/prayers, that we poure foort! 
befote thee: butthy moſt abounding 
mercie. Lord heare, Lord be mercifull 
Lord rake heede,and help,and:delay na 
' For thy owne ſelfe:my; God. We may 
plainly ſee whereupon this excellent (er 
paunt of Gad grounded him felfe ro pur: 
| chaſe Gods fauoiurgto wit;vpon the'Lorc 
tbatis vpon the. Sautourand: Mediarour 
promiſed, ypon the moſtaboundir mer 
cy of God, & vpon God him ſelfe, for he 
vnderſtoode what God had promiled, at 
 wellbythemouth of Molſes,as by.rhe Prof 
 pher Efay ſaying. Behold yer tam, yea, 
uenlamithe Loxd,8 there is no God bull 
L. Ikill and-1 giue life againe. Fgeueths 
wounde;and | ſball heaje | For my: owne 

names ſake will] doit,ſayth the Ererna 
_ Ypoa theſe and the like promi'cs we ſay 
+ | di 
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did all the Sain&es of Godin alltheir ex» 
rcemities, depend, and did-looke to re- 
ceaue comfort,withour al reſpe& to their 
owne workes , they damned the beſtof 
their owne warkes, and called them no- 
thing bur filthines before God. And ther- 
fore yet as before,we boldly affirme, that 
the Papiſticall faſting was not only yaine 
(as what faſting is1t ? to abſtaine from 
eſh,and ro fill the be!ly with fiſhe, wine, 
{pice, and other delicates) buralſo irwas 
odious vnto God, & blaſphemous to the 
dearth of Ieſus Chriſt, for the cauſes fore- 
wricten. And this much ſhortly for thoſe 
thinges thatmuſt be joyned with fruire» 
ull faſting, at to 
Now we haue toconfider, whatthings 
may make our faſting odious,beſides this 
proude opinion of merire, whereof we 
naue ſpoken. | | 
Itis no doubt byr that infidelitie ma- 
th all the workes of the reprobate odts 
us before God, yea,euen'when thatthey 
doc the very workesthat God hath come. 
Dy. 
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maunded,as we may reade in Matth. 5.6, 
& 7.1fai r & 66.&c. And diuers other pla- 
ces.bur becauſe that infidelity lurketh oft 
in the harr,8 can not well be eſpied, but 
by the bitter and rotren frutes thar ſprin 
thereof:The Spirite of God hath _ 
forth ynto vs in playne wordes, whar vi-Win c 
ces may make vs andall our workes odi- 
ous before our God, ſo that neither will 
he heare our prayers, nor regard our fa- 
ſting. Salomon ſayth,he that (toppeth his 
eare from the cry of the poore, Ys pray- 
er ſhall be abheminable before God. And 
Ifai in the perſon of God ſaith. Albeir that 
'ye ſhall ſtreatch out your handes, and 
multiply your prayers,yer wil Inotheare 
youyfor your handes arefu]l of blood.Butſ 
moſt plainly ro our 4 darn ſpeaketh che 
ſame Prophet,ſaying.The houſe of Iacobi$ 
daily ſecketh me, and they would knoweWhi 
my wayes , as anation that wrought, iu- 
ſtice,and that had not left the tudgementMeau 
of their God, They aske me: iudgementsree, 
of iultice, (that is,they quarrell with me) Mor 1 
arid 
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W& they deſire that God ſhall draw neare, 
Why haue we faſted (ſay they) and thou. 
beholdeſt not ? ey 
Wehaue afflited our ſoules,and thoy 
deſpiſeſt it . The Propher: aunſvererh 
in xm perſon of God,and ſayth.Beholde 
in the day of your faſt, ye will ſeeke your 
ill, and require all yourdettes, beholde 
ye faſt,to ſtrife and debate, and to ſmite 
ith the fiſt of wickednes,ye ſhall nor faſt 
as they doe to day , to make your voyce 
Mc hearde aboue , that is ro oppreſle 0+ 
hers, ſathat they are compelled to cry 
nto God.lsit fuch a faſt that I haue cho- 
ſen ? That « man ſhould affli& his ſoule 
or a day,and to bow downe his heade,as z 
tÞ bull riſhe,and tolye downe in ſackcloth l- 
and aſhes,Wilr thou call this a faſting, or : 
Wn acceptable day vnto the Lord? Is noe 
Wis che faſting y I haue choſen, to looſe. 
e bandes of wickednes , to take of the 
Mcauy burthens,& to letthe oppreſſed go 
$Wree,and thar ye breake cucry yoke ? Is it 
ot to deale bo bread vntothe hungry? 
u : 
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And rhat thou bringthe poore that wan. 
_ drethvnto thy hou ? When thou ſceſt 
the naked,that thou couer him?And hide 
not thy ſelfe fromthyne owne fleſh.Then 
ſhall thy light breake forth as the mor: 
ning, and thy health ſhall grow ſpecdely, 
thy righreouſnes ſhall gocbefore thee , & 
the Be ofthe Lord ſhall embracerhee, 
&c.In theſe moſt notable ſenrences, and 
in ſuch as follow in y ſame place,we haue 
to marke,wharrthinges may make our fa- 
ſting to be reteRed of Godakar he cra- 
ueth of ſuchas faſt fruitefully , and what 
promiſe he maketh to ſuchas obey him,ſ} {ch 
This people externally profeſſed God, fff for 
they daily ſought his facegby repairing ro 

- the Temple, hearing of the law,and exer- 
cifing ofthe ſacrifices, yer did God plague 
them in moe ſortes then one, as'in the 
booke of the Kingewand Chronicles we 
may reade.In theirextremitie they ranne 
(as rothem appearcd) rothe vttermoſt 
refuge, they faſted, and vnfainedly hum- 
bled hliohodies, for that the Propherſ Be 
i \, meanethl 


F Wits, , A that he Fang that they. 
Waſted till thattheir neckes were weake- 
WY ncd,and made faintas a bull riſhe,for ve= 
ry lacke of corporall foode, They layd of 
their gorgeous garments,& put on lacke= 
cloth.&c, And yet were their troubles no+ 
thing relicued . Andthariwas the cauſe 
why they quarrelled with God, and ſayd. 
BE Why haue wefaſted; and thou haſtnor 
fo ? &c.And in very deedeto the na- 
= curallmanitwas wa; ,for-God had 
promiſed tharhe would comfort his pegs 
© plc, whenſocuerthey ſhould humble'ths 
|! {clues before himy notthſandingrhei 
F former iniquitie. |: - - | 

In the external ceremonies, norin: the 
_ R_—_ > there:ccould no faule 


God,andrheit prayerscould.do nothing 

| bur prouocke him to/further dip lealure: 

Becauſe thatalbeitthey Sy 7 name 
" 7 
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of God, and albeirthatthey appearedin 
his temple, yet had they forſake bork his 
mdgementes, ſtatutes,and holy ordinan- 
ces. Albceit the body touped,and was af- 
flited by faſting, yerremained the hearr 


proude and- rebellious againſt God, for i 


they folowedtheir.own corrupred waies, 
they oppreſſed: ſuch as were ſubie& vnto 
them ,/ their heauic yoke lay vpon the 
GC __ could not ridde them 
ſelues from their bondage .': Amongeſt 
themwere ſtrife, Aibareomiſietiiges of 
malice;yea,open contention, and! mani- 
feſt violence, which were all cuident de- 
clarations of proud hearres, and impeni- 
tent ſoules. Andtherfore God giuerhvn- 
tothem apendefiance, inthe umewhen 


© 


reto 


” * 


ne 
heede:Forir is not the ſimple knowledge 


of the trurh oncly nor! yerthe exrernall 


pro» 
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rofeſlion of the ſame, rharis acceprable 
before God. Nay,nay,deare brethren,he 
requirerh the frurs of repentice,&they 
arc,to decline from cuill,andto do body 
as we may reade/ in many places of the 
Scripture . Thinke we ita thing agreable 
with the nature of the Erernall God, 
thathe ſhall receaue vs int fauour, after 


thatwe hauc offended, and we willnort 


for his ſake remit rhe iniurics that are 
done to'vs? Can wethinke tobe at peace 
with him , when thatwe ſtubbornly will 
continewe in ſtrife amongeſt our ſclues? 


Shall he relecuc our -griefe, bondage, 


or yoke, and we nor relecue the bur- 
dens that vniultly. we lay vpon our bre- 
thren 2: Shall he beſtowe his vndeſerued 
mercie ypon vs, and we: ſhewe: no bo- 
wells of mercy, ro ſuch as we ſee in miſe- 


rybeforeoureyes? Letvs not be decea- 


ued;God cannot deny him ſelf Murther, 
malice, hatred,cruelry,oppreflion, ſtrife, 
thefr,deceir,:::1uſt dealing, couetouſnes, 


auaritiouſncs, & ynmercifulnes yntothe.. 
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he hath ſolemnely pronounced, that en" 
q _ Realme,narion or citie,thar finnerhWÞ'v 
as did Iuda and lerulalem,ſhal be likewi{F"s 
puniſhed . Let that fearcfull deſtrutionWÞo! 
thatcame vpon them , in the which , afWcc 
ter hunger and peſtilence, the ſword deÞu! 
uoured without diſcretion, the riche an@*<! 
arr Noble, and thoſe that were 0 
aſe degree,the young & old, the Prieſts 
and Prophers, yea, the Matrones & Virj$9! 
gines, recnd not the day of that ſharp 
viſitation. Let their puniſhment (we ſay) 
prouoke vs to repentance,& ſo no doubt Þ3! 
we ſhall finde fauour in the eyes of our 
God,albeirthat he hath begunne to ſheyW'a 
 ynto vs evident ſignes of his diſpleaſure, F<! 
wſtly conceaucd againſt vs. Bur (as Godſſe0 
- forbid )ifwe mocke his Meſſengers, and 
. deſpiſe his wordes, till that there be no 
remedie, as they did, Then can we(whomWc! 
God hath rayſed vp roenſtru& and forc-#* 
warne you) doe nothing bur take witnes 
of heauen and carth, yea, and of yourW'* 
owne Conſcience, that we haue faithfully 
| cnſtruged 
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tefEnſtcued you inthe right way of God, 
h@ſvcll concerning his true worſhippe- . 
viiing ,as in doing o po duties one to a» 
onMother . And alſo that we haue forewar= 

afÞicd you of the plagues ro come , firſtby, 
deÞur tongues,and now by our penne, for a 
n@&crperual memorial tothe poſteritie thar 
» offall follow.Whoſhal glorihe Godzeither 
or your conuerſion, or els for youriuſt 
ondemnartion, and ſeuere puniſhments, 
WW yc continue inobediem?  _ 
M Topreſcribe toeuery man his dutie in 
parricular,we can not, becauſe we knowe = 
ot wherein euery man , and cuery ec» 
ate particularly offendeth, but we muſt 
emit cuery eſtate , and euery man in his 
ocation,tothe examination of his owne 
onſcience. And that according as God 
omaundeth in his holy law, &as Chriſt 
leſus requireth, that ſuch-as ſhall poſletſe, 
ac kingdom with him,ſhall doe. | 
Which is, whatever (ſayth he.) thag 
ye would men ſhould doe vnto you,da ye 
elike vnto them . By this rule which 


ſo going ypwardytillthar for pouerrie,'the th: 


the author of all equitie, iuſtice, and þo« 
licie hath eſtabliſhed.Ifwe appointed the 
Earles, Lordes, Barons, and gentlemen, 
totry their owne conſciences, whether 
that they woulde be content that rhey 
ſhoulde beentreated, (it God had made 
them huſband men,and labourers of the 

round) asthey haue entreated , & pre- 
Rnedy doe er*teat,fuch as ſome phe, wh 
a moder: ... and reaſonable life vnderſſ 9 
their predecefſors:Wherher (we ſay )rhat 
they wouldebe content thartheir rene-( 


ments and rents ſhoulde be raiſed from 


Fent tro rent,ffrom one ferme ro rwo, and 


auncient labourers are compelled to 
kaue the gtounde in the handes of the 
Lord.If with this entreatmEcthey would 
be content,we appeale to their owne c6- 
ſcience.And ifthey think that they would 
not,then'in Gods name we require them 
to begin to reforme them ſelues,, and ro 
rememberthat itis not we, burrthariris 
Chriſt leſus that ſo craucth of them. And 


vnto 
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vnto the ſame rule ve ſend ludges, Laws 
yers, Marchaunts,Arrtificers,and pally 
cuenthe verie labqurers of the groun e 
them ſelues. That euerie one in his owne 
vocation may trie how iuſtly,vprightly,8& 
mercifullie he dealeth wich his neigh» 
bour, And if he find his conſcience accu» 
ſed bythe former ſentence of our Mat» = 
ſter, ler him call for grace, thathe uy 
not only repent for the time paſt,buralſo 
amende in times to. come, and ſoſhall. 
their faſting , and prayers be acceptable 
vnte God: >: 11 wor wht 
If m&rthinkethar we require the thing 
that is vnpoſſible.(For what were this els, 
but ro reforme y face ofthe whole earth, 
Which neuer was,nor yetſhalbe,ullchar 
the righteous king & ludge appeare, for 
the reſtaurati6 of all things?) We autwer, 
that we ſpeake not to the godleſic mult + 
rude, neither yetto ſuch as are mockery 
of Gods udgementes whole portion 18 1n 
this life , and for whome the hire of hell 
(which now chey mocke)is atluredly pre» 
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|  — pared.But we ſpeake to ſuch as hauepro-er* 
- . tefledtheLorde Tefus with vs, who have) 
” -. _* corfimunicared with vs his bleſſed Sacra- 
-__ * ., -. mentes, have renounced Idolatrie, and 
ucauowed chemſelues robe new crea: 
res:inleſus Chriſt, -in whome they are 
grafted as liuely branches, aptrobringi 
forth good frure.Nowe why it thoulde be 
ought vnpoſſible , rhat theſe men ( offifo | 
what vocation ſocuer they be) ſhould be- 
vin toexpreſſeincheir lives, that which 
in wordethey haue publikelic profeſſed, 
| weſcee no good reaſon,  vnlefle that they 
Woulde ſay thariris vnpoſſible thar God 
ſhallnow worke in men of this age, as we 
read thathe hath wroughr in men before 
vs, and that were blaſphemie. | 
« yu thatthehande of our God is 
No more ned towardes vs, then it 
hath bene rowards thoſe that haue paſlcd 
before vs, At Gods commaundement A+ 
brahamileft his fathers houſe and natiue 
countrie, Moiſes preferred the condition 
of the people of Liracl}, cuen in their 
T, greateſt 
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he perſecurion of Sault 

heus ara dinner with Chi ft Tefus wa 

not onely content toreſtore! nol y- (6 ze jor 
he had before'defrauded, bur fo togiu 

he halfe of all his ſubltaneeto: he reliefe 


of mrs oye :rvn4a a 
the aithfull'; in the: dayerdPrhe | 
h[Apoltles,foldtheir poficfionts, andmini- 


ſtred vnto the needy. Nonevf theſe ex 


cellent workes u_ | weof the fairhfull 
n our apge,bur onely thoſe, withoauv 
he ſpirite of fnclibearida: can/nor be 
nowen to be in man , to wit, thareaery 
an ſpeake the ruth wich his- brother, 
at none oppreſſe nortefraude anorher 
n any buſines, that the bowells of m 
ay appeareamongeſt ſuchasGod ha 
alled to his knowledge, and tinally; that 
e akogither thar profeſſe the Lord'Te- 
us,and doe abhorre idolattie,abhorreal- 
jo all kind of Ts to abound 


% 


* «a 


- in all good workes, and to ſhine as lighy 
inthe middeſt of this wicked generatig 
Which if we do not,we declare no dout 
that-Chriſt leſus dwelleth not within yz 
:burtharwe are they that heare & knoy 
the will of our Lord, bur doc not y ſame 
And vnto what curſe and malediRiq 
ſuch perſonsare ſubic&, the parable « 
the figge tree which was threatned tot 
cut downe, if itbroughtnot forth fruit 
the curſe giuen toit, vppon the whid 
Chriſt leſus beeing hungry , founde 
_  frute,andhis laſt ſentence againſt the 
- probate,doc ſufficiently witnes.Wherct 
we haue to obſcrue,, that the-reproba 
- are adiudged:to the fire, that neuer ſh; 
be quenched,nat onely becauſe they ci 
witted iniquitie, bur alſo becauſe the 
were notfound frutcfull in good work 
(Leteucry man therfore ther will auojd 
: plagues rEporal & perperual, vnfained 
- tudy-ro accampliſh in worke,tharwhic 
- in word,& outward proton hedoth 
{.yowe, and yponſuch no doubt om [0 
eflin 
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wÞicfſing of God reſt, when the manifeſt 
ilcontemners,and cloked hypocrites ſhall 
Sc raſed from the face of the earth, and 
Mal be caſt into vitermoſt darknes, wher 
Whcre ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 
Sccrhe without ende, * hich ſhall be the 
oo&cward of all theur wicked workes.. 
i Moe thinges we would haue written, 
Much as the nores vpponthe diſconfirure- 
ret loſua at Hay,and of the liraclites figh» 
i)Ming againſt Beniamin, together with the 
Tick opinion of rhe Papiſts,who think 
refhem ſelues bounde to faſt fortye dayes, 
clwhich they cal their Lent )becauſechar 
hriſt leſus faſted forty dayes, immedi- 
hatly after his bapriſme. But theſe we are. 
ciFompelle dfor this -preſent to prerermir, 
hy rcaſon that the time appointed rothis 
keYreſent exerciſe of faſting approcherh ſo - 
Wy c.1f it ſhall pleaſe God of his mercy to 
Woncinue the light of his Goſpel ncouk 
is,chis argument will beenlargedand 
ibwit© eater circumſtances frem 
time to ume. . 
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Nowtothe order, exerciſe, and abſt 
nence-thatis to be kept in this publitk 
faſting. Firſtir is ro be obſerued, rhar thy 
rwodayes before exprefled,to wir, the { 
cond and third >", Uo of Maye inſtant 
are-not appoynted for any' religion « 
time,neither yet that thoſe preciſe daye 
ſhallbe obſcrued cuery yeare following 
bur becauſe thar ſhortly thereafter ar 
the Eſtates of rhis Realme appovnred 
aſſemble in Parliament. Therefore t 
whole aſſembly thought thoſe dayes for | 
preſent neceſſity moit meere,, leauing! 
the liberty of the Church, whattime the 
willappoynt to that exerciſe inalltime 
to-come. (71 #02 2. 
\ The Sondayes are appoynted not « 
ſuperſtition, neither yer to bringe in an 
ſchiſme within the Church, burbecaul 
thatypon:the Sonday the. people (eſpe 
ciallyrhar-dwell in country townes) ma 


beſt attend vpon prayer , and the reſt 
the exerciſes that ought ro be ioyne 
with publike faſting. T7 
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Or 


He abſtinence is commaunded to be 
from Satter day at cight of rheclock 
rnight,tull Sunday after the exerciſe at 
fer noone,thar is after hue of the clock. 
nd then onely tread anddrinketobe v= 
-d,and that with great ſobrictic,thart the 
ody crauing neceflary foode, the foule 
aay be prouoked earneſtly to craue of 
od that whach it moſt neederth,, that is. 
iercy for our former vnthankfulnes,and 
he aſſiſtance of his holy Spirite in times 
0 COME, | f 
Men that will obſerue rhis exerciſe, 
ay not any of the two dayes vie any 
ind of games, but exerciſe them ſelues 
frer the publike afſemblics in priuy me- 
iration with their God, + | + 
Gorgeous apparel would be abſtained 
om,during'the whole time of our humi- 
ation, which is from rhe one Sunday in 
he morning,tilthe next Sunday atnighr. 
Ibeitthar- the ſtraitn=s of abſtinence is 
d be kept;butrche rwo dayes onely. - 
We doe notbinde the 7 pt 
u 
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perſonsy be vnable tobeare the extremi. 
1y of theabſtinence, & yer-doe we exhon 
them to vſe their libertie ( if any the) 
take) inſecrere, leſt thar others eith 
follow their cuill example, orels iudg 
them to be deſpilers of ſo neceſſary an 
exerciſe, 

The time that ſhall be ſpent,aſwell b 
. fore noone as after, muſt be left ro the 
wiſedom of the deſcrere Miniſters, who 
beſt can iudge both whar the auditour 
may beare,and what themſclues are able 
to ſuſtaine.Bur becauſe that this exercil 
is extraordinary,the time thereof would 
be ſomwhart longer then itis vſed to bein 
the accuſtomed aſſemblies. And yer we 
would not haue it fo tedious, y it ſhoul 
be noyſom to the people. And therefor: 
we thinke that three houres & leſle, b 
fore noone, 8 rwo houres at after noon 


ſhall be ſufficient for the whole publikgÞ? 


exerciſe.The reſt to be ſpent in priuy me 

ditation,cuery familic aparr. 

_ - The Sunday before the: ſecond $ - 
_ 


G3 GG CA _ 
"+ May of May;as before isſayd; ſhall every- 
or Riſterpiue aduertiſfement beers or. 
ay ff ſuch things'as Are-to be done the nexr 
$unday following, and of the cauſes of: 
ſame, with ſuch exhortationas God: | 
Whall pur into their mourhes,re make the 
xcople to embrace the iuſt commaunde+ 
Wncnr of y -chureh with more glad minds.” 
| In cownes we thinke-ex Libre that y- 
W&xcrciſe of the doftrine begin' vpan the» 
\r{$atecrday at afrer noone,immediarly be- 
ore the/firſt Sunday of abſtinence, | that' 
{ſc people may be the betrer prepared, 
Wcligiouſly to vſc the obſeruation-of-the 
 nfÞ} ext day. Bur in villages wethinke good 
arthe doQrine begin the Sunday be- 
{Worc. The argument of rhe Sermon and-. 
$&xhbortation to betaken{from ſomepro-: 
der place of the Prophers, as of Ioelthe 
rſt, where he ſayth.. SanQtikie a faſt, ap 
Woynrrthe aſſembly, 8c. Or of Tonas the 
Wiird,where Ionas cryed, and yet fortye 
laycs,and Niniuic ſhal be deſtroy cd.&c, 
Fr of leremy yſeucnb.. Where y heſays 
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eth.Hearethe word of the-Lord all Tudz, 
 &yetharencer.inby theſe gares,&c. Or 
_ . ofthe thirteenc of Luc, vponthe declaiſl 
ration of chem that (heweto our Maiſter 
.. thecrueltic of Pilate , and vpon his aun- 
fwer . Or. ypon any other proper. place 
within.the Scripture, that. entreateth 0 
repentance,of c humiliation,of the 
| cauſeb,and of the frutes of the ſame; This 
ended,as.itwere for preparation, the be- 
48%; be; ypon Sunday, from the 
aww of God, becaulc that all that offen- 
deth Gods Maieſtie , proceedeth from 
therranſgreſſion thereof, and therefore 
 afreraſliortprayergtharit wil pleaſe God 
to. Skia-hok word tofructify among 
vs,this confeflionihallbe made. | 7, - 


THE CON FESSTON 
that ſhal go before the reading of 
. thelaw., andbefore euery ex-. 
YET102.297 Di ,orc2/e. no! 

| 9 perro cre notof our 
cherits,char irflach pleaſed rheeto __ 

Ti + thy 


& hy ſclfe vnto the worlde, euer fromthe 


© beginning, and vnto vsnowe inthis laſt 

and moſt carrupt age, yea Lorde we fur-= 
ther confelle,thatneicther Laweznor Go» 
ſpell can profite vs'ro. ſaluation, except 
that thou of thy mcare grace worke in 
vs aboue all power that is in chis our na- 
ture, For albeit thou teache, we ſhall re 
maine ignoranr, albeit thou threaren,we 
ſhall contemne. Andalbeit th v9 0608 
mercie and grace, yet (hall we diſpaire 8& 
remaine in mfidelitie ; Vnlefle rharthou 
create in vs new heartes, write thy Lawe. 
inthe ſame, and ſeale in vsremiſlion of 
our finnes, andthar rhe ſenſe and feeli 
of thy fatherly mercic ,.by the powerot- 
thy holy Spirice. To theolde world thou 
ſpakeſt by Noah, To Pharao & his peo» | 
ple by thy ſeruaunt Moiſes. Toall Iſraell 

y the fearefullcrumperof rhy Lawe, To 
the Zacie of Ierufals,by thine owne wiſe-' 

| dom, our Lord leſus Chriſt, And ro the 
& multitudey as well of Iewes as Gentiles, 
by the preaching of thy- holy Apoſtles. 


obedience > Who trem- 
bled, and conſtantly feared thy hone dif- 
pleaſure ?, Who did rightly acknowledge 
the time ofcheir viftation ? And who did El the 
embrace and kepe tothe end,thy father- Þ the 
lypromiſes?- matt - | cha 
- Only they © Lord, to whom thy Spirit © tos 
was the inward teacher, whoſe hartes Þ oy 
thou openeſt & from whom rthou-remo- Þ mi 
. Leſt rebellion &infidelice, the reſt were Þ on 
externally called, but obeyed nor, they Þ wi 


But who gaue 


heard as well merciec offered, asthreat- Þ 
nings pronounced , but neither with the Þ on 
one nor with the other were they effe- Þ ou 
Quually moued. We acknowledge © Lord ff th 
that the ſame corruptio-lurketh un vs,that © no 


budderh forthinth& rotheir deſtrucio,& 
uſt condenation. And therefore we moſt 
| humbly beſcech thee © Father of mercy, 
for Ieſus Chriſt .chy-ſonnes ſake, thar as 
thou haſt cauſcd the light of thy worde W 
clearely ro ſhine amongeſt vs, &as thou 
haſt plainly inſtruRed vsby the externall 
miniſteric in the right way of ſaluation. 

[Oh | 2. ar” 


So it wil pleaſe the inwardly to mone our 
dull hartes, and by the power ofthy holy 
Spirite , that thou wilt write'and ſealein 
them that holy feare & reuerence, which 
thou craueſt of thy choſen children, and 
that faithfull obedience to thy holy will, 
together with the f=eling and ſenſe rhar 
our ſinnesare fully purged,and freely re- 
mitted by that onely one Sa crifice, which 
Þ only byirſelfe is acceptable vnro theegto 
wit,the obedtence,dearh,and meditation * 
of thy onely ſonne our Soueraine Lorde, 
onely Paftour, Mediatour,and hie Prictt, . 
our Lorde Icfus Chriſt, To whom with 
thee, and with the holy Ghoſt, be all ho- 
nour and glorie, world without end. 

C This confeſſion ended, the Miniſter 
or Reader ſh1ll diſtin&ly read the 27.and 
28, of Deuteronomie, which ended, the 
Miniſter hall wiſhe euery man to difſcend 
F lecrerly into him ſelfe, toexamine his 
owne conſcience , wherein he findeth 
him ſelfe gilty before God. The Miniſter 
himſclf with the people thalproſtrare the 
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ſelues, and remaine in priuare meditati- 
on a reaſonable ſpace, as the quarter of 
an houre or more. 

Thereafter ſhall the Miniſter exhort 
the people to confefle with him their 
ſinnes and offences,as followeth. 


Vit and righteous art thou O Lorde 
God, Father euerlaſting , holy is thy 
lawe ,and moſt iuſt are thy zudgements, 
yeazeuen whe thou doeſt puniſh in grea- 
reſt ſeueritie, we do confeflle as the truth 
iS, that we haue tranſgrefled thy whole 
law, and haue offended thy godly Maic-. 
ſiein breaking and violating euery pre- 
cept ofthe ſame.And ſo moſt iuſtly maiſt 
thou poure forth, ypon vsall plagues thar 
arethreatned; andthar we find pourcd 
forth: vpon the diſobedicnr ar any time 
from the beginning, = 
And fo much the rarher O Lord, be- 
_ cauſe tharſo long we haue bene called, 
by thy -holy word to vnfained repentace, | 
and newnes of life ; and yet haue we fill | 
remay- | 


remained in our former rebellion, and 
therefore if thou wilt enter in judgement 
with vs,we can neither eſcape confuſion 
in this life,nor wt condemnarion m the 
life ro come.Bur Lord thy mercy is with- 
out meaſure,and the rruth of thy promiſe 
abideth for cuer . Vaworthy are we that 
thou ſhouldeſt looke vpon vs, but Lorde 
thou haſt promiſed that thou wile ſhewe 
mercye tothe moſt grieuous offenders, 
whenſocuer that rhey repent. And fur- 
ther , thou by the mouth of thy deare 
Sonne our Lorde lefus Chritt, hatt pro- 
mi{edrhatthou wilt gue thy holy Spirit 
toſuch as humbly call vnto thee. In bold- 
nes ofthe which promiſe, we moſt hum- 
bly beſeech thee O Father of mercies, 
thatit would pleaſe thy godly Maicſtie, 
to worke in our ſtubburne hcarres, an 
vnfained forow for our fermer offences, 
with fome ſenſe and feeling of thy grace 
and mercy, rogether with an carneſt de- 
fre of mſtice and righteouſnes, in which 
we arc bound continually ro walke . Bur 


becauſe that neither we nor our prayer) 
can ſtande before thee by reaſon of that 
imperfetion which ſtill remaineth in 
this our corrupted nature: We flie tothe 
obedience and perfe& iuttice of Ieſu 
Chriſt, our onely Mediatour, in whom,& 
by whomywe call not oncly for remiſhon 
of our finnes,& for aſſiſtance of thy holy 
Spirite , bur alfo for all thinges that rhyſer 
godly wiſedomknoweth to be expedient WP: 
for vs,& forthy Church vnwerſal, Pray-Kei 


ing as he hath caught ys ſaying, Our Fa-uc 
ther which art.&c. Pl: 
thi 


"This ended, the Miniſter ſhall reade ÞWrc: 
the text whereupon he will ground | 
| his Sermon. 

"Irſt he ſhall expound the dignine and 
Fequiti of Gods lawe.. Second, the 
plagues and puniſhments rharenſue tac 
contempt thereoftogither with the bleſ-}M 
fngs promiſed to the obedient obſer- 
-uers of it, Thirdly, he ſhall ny 

| F Ieſus 
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Wlchus to be the ende and perfeRion of 
the lawe, who hath perfectly accompli- 
thed that which was impoſlible for the 
law to doe. And fo ſhall he exhorr cue 
man to vnfained repentance, to ſtedfaf 
faith in Chriſt leſus, and coſhew fruites 


10nlofthe ſame, 441949 
ol The Sermon ended, che comon pray» 
thyMer ſhall be vſed that is conteined in the 
entElPſalme booke, the 46. page thereof, be- 
ay-Meinning thus. God Almighty and hea- 
Fa-Muc nly Father,&c. Which ended, the 51. 
Plalme ſhall be ſong whole, and ſo with 
the bleſſing, theaflembly 15 to be dumig- 
e Mtcd for thar exerciſe. 


At after noone. 


Am inuocation of Gods name pub 
likely by the Miniſter, and ſecretely 
by cuery manor a.rcaſonable ſpace. The 
iniſter may take the. argument of, his 
ermon from f beginning of 119. Pſalm, 
here the diligent Reader thall obs 


ſerue the properties and conditions of 
ſuch,as in whoſe hartes God writeth his 
law.Or if that bethought ouer hard,then 
may yetake the text of Iohn.God is light 
andin him there is no darkenes, if we 
ſay we hane fellowſhip with him, &c.The 
prayeris referred vnto the Maruſter, the 
6,Pfalme ſhall be ſonge. 

The bleſling and exhorration, to call 
ro mind wherefore that exerciſe is vſed, 
being ended , the publike exerciſe ſhal 
be put ro ende for that daie. 

s foes that in the coſitrie the people 

k can not well meete every dayec be-WHi 
ewixt the two Sundayes , yet in cityci 
and rownes we thinke they ought to al 
ſemble an howre before noone, and ani 
 howre and more at after noone , The 
howre before noone,to be the howre ac: 
cuſtomed to the common prayers. The 
howre at after noone to + at three 
the clocke or after. 
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The exercife of the 


hole weeke. 


TT EmmoY euerto be with con- 
feflion of our finnes; and calling for 
Gods graces. Then certaine Pſalms, & 
ceftaine hiſtories/to be diſtinQly' read, 


exhortation to be conceaued thereup» 


> 


on,and prayers likewiſe; av God ſhallin 
ſtrut and inſpire the Miniſter or- Ri my 
der, T3 tag © col 
| » ws + | 

Monday before noone; - iti" 
| ſalm.2.3.and'r I P brig. : 313 3310311; 1 
Hiſtorie 2.of the Iudges, 
__.©@0../, 91 Akernoone, 

ſalm.12.13.and 17. —_ 

orie 6.of the ludges. "LE « +6444 b4 
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Tueſday beforenoone,: 1.11! ! 
Ye mito tint] 


lalm.25.and a, - -at6(3 7 "3.64 
oric 7.of the Iudges, 
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Waddellayke before noone. / 
Plakm I4and ys. 
Hiſtoric 19.0f the Iudges. 
\. Aﬀtcrnoone. 
 Plalm44.andss, » 
ney 20.of the Tudges. 


Thurſday befare noone, 
aa my TRE 
Hiſtoric 3 and 4.of Eſter. 
After noone. 
Phkachoene: ft 540% 
Hiſtorie the 5 &.and 7 ofEter. 


| i 


ny I 


EG an "F210 
Hiſtoric of Paralpaa 320. d viz id 
After noone. 
Plalmahes9:,: AATWwIH 1 { EE 
Thiloricthe 36 of Ii. Be bne,»s. mo! ci 
Mobo. 114] 5113 5 20,7 9010? 
Sumolophabarmocns, 
Plalm.68. and TO, "0 Þ yo emf ol! 
Hiſtoric the 37.06lſai-.. WF 
Afﬀret 


almetaand 77. 2> R491 
| oriey, and 10. of Eldras, 


Sonday thelalt dayof chis p 
Wer" for this ritne; before; 
be vied _— 
day,excc 
t Rr the 28.of Deareronomic,and 
for the prayer erſhalbe-vicd chat which. is 
in.che Plame booke, the 165, 


para Nt nu 


» - $ 2 4 «74 *% 
a8 5 hari FI FIC»: 4 x Þ 16h 


x ;. 
447 v? \ 
+ 4 > - 


© 4 l 


" Sad 6 3s þ 


4 au & _ » 4 "= ' L  & w% 5 
. - ; | k : i 
. ' "a Ss & 4 -'Y £ . 
night atafter noone.) 1c | 2: 
[ S ; * £4 . . 
2 iF p ” ; Ps ; 
, £ #43 TON v7 AT St | | 
x * bus . 9 » - « p 
” * 
* 
orice IT [arts 
” 4 *Y 
; 5 # A 4 4 y G : 


. 


ENS FY 2h; wy 


FED 


doe) p 
of thoſe thinges,withour whick the light 
of his Goſpell can not longe [continu 
with vs, And therefore yer once againt 
 weexhort,and} «frag gr ne-romemuy ifte: 
vnto vs by: Gody./chargealitharprofcil 
thotwndtuhue Jandaths ſigcernid.of hi 
Goſpell; withivvthis| Realms 5 chav cuct 
- asthey loutthe/ quicmes of-rheir 60 
mon wealth 3 the-continuance'of Ch | | 
> i: 17 leſi 


| roy Go delphi 3 
| owne Saluarion, togither with the 
Sa uarion of their pol ke Aha /Diat- 
nodly hepa proſtrate them.ſelues before 
the throne of Gods Maieſtic; and in bit- 
eernes of hart pray with vs. | 

Ariſe O Lord; and letthine cnemies 

be confounded .. Ler chem flye fromthy 
gr ry en hate thy godly name«Ler 
the grones of thy aff}i gr ing be- 
fore thee. And reſcrue thou by thyne 
own power ſuch as be appoircd to.death. 
Let nor thy enemies thus triumph to the 
ende; but let them vnderſtande that a- 
Againſt rhee they fight. Preſerue the vine 
Wwhich thy right hand hath planted: Ser 
Ythy power.to the power of that Romaine 
Antichriſt, and let the glory'of; thine an” 


noynted leſus Chtifh our Lord RT [ 
before all nations. » So be it... . :/ 


Haſten Lord and tary not. 


: i. - * FE L © 
F «+* 
2 7 Vf? NU TY C 
TV #T . J:; & {£4 #, 


© RTAINE 


CHAP. 


gue . | Inctic hoe a ak or 
evic, cher hoon & 


Omen rof Gods worde, pre afps an 
time when the Queene war ſtro 
hand mT alfo in a ſiren by 


rg" | other ſuch npadry Far poke 


f — accom to. \ > aj 
|  maner af the ſeourge. * 


vi of peſtilence,the'v1.of Nuine- 

R {0 34. of the ſecond] booke of Samue| Y 
- 3-chap, of Ezechiel,the 91, Pſalme, with 1; 
other ſuch places proper for the ſame. 


' Clntine whenimpictic abounged. 
Enactien the 3. | 
| The, of Zephaniah QSO 
Nuinerithe 16.- Sha 


Numer 25. 
loſua the 7. 
1.of Samuel the 4. and 7. 
1.of Samuel rhe 15. 


þ of the Kinges the 1 £ EY] | 
\ofthe Clivonicles head, HY 

Eſay the . | | | 4:3 07 

d lerenuethe 34 TER? 

b Oſce theqs art of 

ie 

ls 

d 


Amos rhe 6, 
Obadiah. 
Micheas the 3. 
Zachary the 1 
Ezrathe 4. 
Nehemiasthe 9, 


. * . 

| Clatime of famine. A 
Efay the 58. | = 
| Haggeus the 2, _—_ 


Amos the 4+. 4 #371 FE 
Amos thes, STTIOT 
y r.of Kinges the 17918, | 4 
! 2. of Kinges the 4+ = > 
2, of Kings 6.7. ands, _ Ye 
Zacharie the 7. | by: 
And others ſuch like parts of Scriptures. = 
according as thecorreftian was lied of © 


8 God,for cuen as the 


Lord our God hath 
diuerſe and ſundry roddes wherewithhe 
ſcourgeth the world : but mercifully cor 
reReth his owne children for their pro- 
fire, ſohath he left diuerſe examples 1n 
holy Scripture how his choſen haue vſed 
them ſelues vnder cuerie forte of corre: 
ion by him fatherly layd-vpon them, ax 
inthe chapters before expreſſed was firſt 
noted, to ſtirre man ro preuent--Gods 
mdgementres by true & vnfained _ 
trance before the plague came. So theſe 
chapters now noted, 'werechoſen by the 


Miniſters of Edinbourgh and 'Halyrud- Ko 


| houſe,& others godly thercabour ar ſuch Wh! 
viſit 


times as Gad di 
exprefled.To teſtifie alſo tharthe church i 
of God and the fairhfult and diſcrere Mr 
niſters are not bod at euery hunuliation 
to ſtick ſcrupulouſly.to the former, as noi 
_ other may be choſen, but as God chaun- i 
geth his rods,ſo may our praiers with the 
examples of rhe SainQes ſo afflied be 
chaunged and ordered: Neither canthe 


wicked! 


e them, as1s aboue Mh; 


ſicked 


2 % 7 4 £ FI k XIE” ih He - Has IE 


'coniſtcy, bur rather oughtthe choſen to 
lorifie God that nos robe | 
umiliation is not bounde to mans comi- 

maundemet preciſely, norrothe old cu- 

ſtomes , asthe Papiſtes vied their cere- 
monies, buras God viſites vs;, ſo in that 
maner ſecke we him as he teacherh vs, & 
giverh vs NR in his moſt holy word, 
according to his fatherly coreQion. © | 
C Three cauſes of this publike faſt, 
Asih'theſe dayes we call to him for 

mercie for-our vnthankefulnes, being (o 

oft and-diuerſe times delivered, and yer 

his benefires ſo ſuddenly forgot, in that 

that we ſee finne ſo to abounde in all e- 


ſtates, Gods fearcfull threatninges nor 


feared, bur the pronouncers therof mioc- 
ked & diſdained by the moſt parte of the 


or1d.Secondly the great hiiger,famine, 


and opprefli6 of the poore, althoughthe 
ich and wealthy thatkeepes their corne 

hile the wild beaſts eare it feele not the 
aminezwhoſe plague ſaddenly ſoloweth, 


-menres by ynfained repentance. T 
and chictly we humble our ſclues, & cal 
pon God for the comfort and deliue 


rance of our afflited brethren in Fraiicy 


Flaunder s,and other parts, for althou do 
be 


the plague and cruell decrec of Trent: 
begonne ar Suſan, or rather in filchie Sc 
dom.in Paris that Slaughter houſe of $ 
than, by thoſe forſworne;and cruel mur 


therers, yer their minde is-no lefle cruc 
 tybenttowards vs:for if they hadnor pi 


tic to drinke their owne bloods, & to let 


the ſame runne inthe itreetes with Ma 


Che prevent nor Gods iudgyſlin 
udhof 


ILO 


| C 


of 


naſſes,muchlefſe wu they be moued wit 


compaſſion whenthey ſhall onely hear; 


. -crueltie vicd againit ſtraungers, excey 
God drowne Pharao,chaſe and ſlay Scr 
nacherib,confoſid and beate downe wit! 


ſhame Herod,which muſtbe through the 


prayers of the SainRes of God, humble 
vnder his mightic hand.Thoſe and othe 
manyfold cauſes, as finne vapuniſhed u 
many places, the craftines of the yo 

| "g 


'S 


” be, - b "> by k 
, \ a * DP os 
oe 
* W 5 


bh inges , with rhe apparane deceirfulnes 
[Uſfof Pa brethren , moutth vs this day to 
calFtoupe vnder his mighty hid, which thar 
uetwe may doe withour hypocrific,we crauc 
ucof him for his owne names ſake, thennort 
ugldouring bur the frure & profite rherof ſhal 
Ut be found and ſcene;as at divers rimes we 
Sol hauc felt ro his owne glorie, and 

b comfort of his church. To 

whom be praiſe glo- 
ry & honour 
for ever, 


FINIS. 


